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Introduction

The Dingo’s Voice photobook was created as a means of documenting 
a unique, ancient Australian animal, with the aim of informing readers 
of the threats they face. The book is focused on the Dingo Discovery 
Sanctuary and Research Centre, which rescues, supports  and 
rehabilitates these animals.
 
The centre is not open to the public on a full-time basis, as the Dingo 
Discovery Sanctuary and Research Centre does not operate as a zoo. 
However, many visitors from around the world are able to visit this 
haven annually to learn about the dingoes. This is enabled by open 
days, or by special bookings and group tours that are made by prior 
appointment.
   
  



Dingo Discovery Sanctuary
 and Research Centre

The Dingo Discovery Sanctuary and Research Centre was established 
in 1990, and has three main overarching aims:

• Conservation
• Preservation
• Education

With these three aims in mind, the Sanctuary works with zoos and 
wildlife-parks for the purpose of larger-scale educational awareness. 
At the Sanctuary, all dingoes are DNA-tested in a non-invasive 
manner to ensure the longevity of the purity of the species, and to
provide other institutions with healthy animals.
This is an important collaborative exchange, as the other locations are 
a crucial part of educating the public on the true nature of the dingo 
and its place within natural ecosystems. Due to perceived risks to 
livestock, dingoes are a threatened species in the wild, and as a result, 
there is an increasing possibility that they could be wiped out across 
Australia.

The Dingo Discovery Sanctuary is frequently contacted by other 
organisations—such as Wildlife Victoria, Veterinary Clinics, or other 
related organisations—to assist in the rescue of at-risk dingoes. When 
successful, they will then attempt to find safe housing for the animals 
until they can be transported to the Sanctuary. If the Sanctuary 
has space, they will  house the animal after verifying DNA purity. 
Otherwise, with the help of partner organisations, the staff will locate 
another sanctuary to look after them.

There are currently 41 Dingoes at the sanctuary.            



Set on 40 acres in the hills of the Macedon Ranges, the Sanctuary is a 
unique conservation establishment. It lies only 35 minutes north-west 
of Melbourne’s Central Business District in the City of Melton, a half-
hour drive from Melbourne Airport.             



All the work done at the Dingo Sanctuary is undertaken by volunteers. 
Together with the sanctuary owner, they prepare food, lead exercise 
and take care of all the other daily tasks required to keep these animals 
healthy and happy.

And once these jobs are taken care of, they take time to discuss ways 
of enriching the lives of the dingoes in other ways, too. Over time, the 
staff develop unique relationships to each animal at the Sanctuary, and 
are attuned to the social dimensions of their lives while at the Centre. 
Rehabilitation requires a disciplined, mindful approach from the staff, 
and they take great care to ensure each animal’s wellbeing in a broad, 
holistic sense.

Dingo Discovery Sanctuary Staff



Lyn

Lyn Watson
Role: Sanctuary Owner

“I first encountered dingoes in a wildlife sanctuary in my youth, and 
from that point, an unexpected fascination stuck with me throughout 
my life. Back then, as they were deemed a pest species - a taboo - it 
was not legal, nor possible, to possess a dingo.

However, many years later, I saw through the political change 
necessary to ensure that dingoes could be legally owned. Shortly after, 
I received my first pair of dingoes from Bruce Jacob’s Castlemaine 
Dingo Centre. To my delight, it became clear very quickly that these 
amazing creatures did not act like regular dogs at all. I realised I was 
privileged to be so close to the ancestor of all domesticated breeds and 
mixes.”



For Lyn and her late husband, Peter, establishing the protection of 
dingoes was their first objective. They determined that building 
a specialist sanctuary to house and later study the at-risk animals 
would allow them to introduce them to the public in a safe manner, 
with the goal of illuminating the important role that the dingo plays 
within natural biodiversity. 
 
After five long years of searching for an ideal site, in 1999 a property 
was secured near Toolern Vale in Victoria, and the plans for a 
functional sanctuary for their dingoes were drawn up. 



Kevin

Kevin D. Newman
Age: 33
Role: Sanctuary Supervisor

“I started at the Sanctuary after coming for a tour. From the very 
moment I laid eyes on a dingo up close, I knew that I was hooked. I 
wanted to help them out in anyway I could.
I’ve always been passionate about native species, and the dingoes 
are the true underdog of the Australian landscape. They are often 
misunderstood, and so it’s great to be part of an organization that is 
working to protect them. They give you so much in return, and that 
makes it all worthwhile! 
When people tell me they’ve learnt something, or developed a 
new love for dingoes, you know that you’ve done a good thing and 
that they’re one more person you can call on to help protect these 
animals.”



Kevin takes the time to make sure that nothing goes missing at the 
Sanctuary, and that the volunteer team are organised for their daily 
duties. 
He helps Lyn with a wide variety of tasks: administrative work, dealing 
with supplies, assisting with repairs and ensuring the good health 
of the animals, but, most importantly, Kevin assists with the dingo 
education programs the Sanctuary runs.

The Sanctuary crew is often invited into schools and other public 
events, but also runs private tours. 
All of these are aimed at educating the public about the important role 
dingoes play within the Australian ecosystem, and the importance of 
this wild Canid.   



Isabella

Isabella Paholek
Age: 27
Role: Sanctuary Volunteer

“I first came to the Sanctuary on a tour. It was just for the experience 
of meeting a dingo, but after spending even just that limited time with 
them, I realised that dingoes were some of the most amazing animals I 
had ever seen. I knew that I wanted to be part of a place that protected 
and cared for these unique animals, now and into the future.”

Rob

Robert Ashworth 
Age: 22 
Role: Sanctuary Volunteer

“I was introduced to Lyn and the Sanctuary through my partner 
Kevin, back while I was still living in Brisbane. I studied Ecology and 
Conservation, so I loved spending time there when I came down 
to visit. Once I had moved to Melbourne and began volunteering, I 
was thrown into the deep-end and I just ran with it. It is a fantastic 
organisation, and I love volunteering there. I have built some really 
special connections, with the dingoes and volunteers alike.”



Usually, Isabella and Rob perform different day-to-day 
duties.

But upon arrival, together they let out the dingoes to 
do their exercises, run in the yard, climb, and most 
importantly, have fun.



     Kimmi the climber...



Another important part of every day is, of course, feeding time. Rob 
spends a lot of time and puts in a lot of love when he prepares lunch.



Dingoes are true carnivores. In the wild, their diet would consists 
of small animals like rabbits, kangaroo joeys, bush rats and insects. 
Even though they are often perceived—and persecuted—as a threat 
to livestock, studies show that the wild dingo diet does not usually 
include farm animals.



As part of a wide diet plan, the Sanctuary feed the dingoes with 
chicken.
It disappears just a few seconds after the plate has been placed in front 
of them.



Health and hygiene programs are essential for ensuring the wellbeing 
of the Dingoes, and all of the volunteers take part in these activities.



Preparation for the change of seasons is important. Rain, cold and 
bad weather during the winter time can complicate normal life for the 
dingoes at the sanctuary.

Tasks like replacing old mulch with fresh material and avoiding 
the creation of mud not only makes their home more warm and 
comfortable, it serves an important practical purpose, too: it helps 
prevent the development of parasites.

New Season Preparation









Every year across Australia, thousands of dingoes lose their lives. Many 
die of natural causes, but a larger number meet cruel and unnecessary 
fates after they have been trapped, shot, poisoned or hunted as “wild 
dogs”. This persecution of Australia’s top order land predator has 
persisted since the European invasion of Australia in the 1770, as 
dingoes were seen as a threat to livestock production. If this continues 
as it has for over two hundred years, then there is a good chance that 
the wild dingo will become extinct, like so many other Australian 
species of fauna and flora before them.

The Sanctuary population represents an insurance against the potential 
extinction of wild dingoes. The following portraits of Sanctuary 
dingoes offer insight into the human failure—and subsequent 
compassion—in relating to this precious, native animal.

The Dingo’s Voice



Wandi

Wandi
Age: 7 months old
Alpine Dingo – Wild-born

Wandi — also known as “the dingo who fell from 
the sky”— was found in a backyard in Wandiligong, 
Victoria at around 5 weeks old. At first, Wandi 
was thought to be a fox or dog pup, but was 
recognised as a dingo online before being taken 
to a veterinarian. On closer inspection, the vet 
discovered talon marks on Wandi’s back, presumed 
to be from an eagle, or another bird of prey. After 
some thought, it was established that the bird may 
have dropped Wand into the yard. Wandi was 
bought to the sanctuary, and after a DNA test to 
confirm his purity, he settled into his new home.

He quickly became a celebrity as the fascinating 
story of his discovery spread around the world. He 
currently has an Instagram following of over 50,000 
people!



Crikey

Crikey
Age: 4 years old
Alpine Dingo – Wild-born

Crikey was born somewhere around the Victorian border with New 
South Wales. His mother was shot by a hunter, who kept Crikey as a 
pet for his four kids. A typical playful puppy, Crikey would jump up 
on the kids to play – but cruelly, his owner tied him to the clothesline, 
and broke his jaw with a kick to the face.

Crikey was later brought to the sanctuary, at about 10 weeks of age, 
and has lived there happily since. 



Crusoe

Crusoe
Age: 6 years old
Alpine Dingo – Sanctuary-born

Like all pups born in the Sanctuary, at six weeks of age 
Crusoe was vaccinated for canine parvovirus, a nasty 
infectious disease. Unfortunately, a faulty vaccine led 
to the entirety of his litter becoming dangerously sick, 
and eventually, Crusoe was the only survivor. He bears 
invisible scars from that period; Crusoe is blind, and 
lives with permanent damage to his liver and kidneys.

But Crusoe doesn’t let that stop him from living a 
full life at the Sanctuary. A lovely dingo with a great 
personality, Crusoe is marked out by his signature 
cloud in his left eye.



Keane

Keane
Age: 13 years old
Tropical Dingo – Wild-born

Hailing from the Pilbara region of Western Australia, Keane was 
taken in as a pet. Like all dingoes, he is an escape artist with a cunning 
intelligence. As a result, he frequently tried make his way back to his 
natural habitat. Upon relocating him, his cruel owners would tie him 
to the back of their Ute, and drag him all the back along the road to 
their home.

He was brought to the sanctuary after he was rescued from this 
situation and, sadly, is still very wary of humans.



Ibis

Ibis
Age: 5 years old
Desert Dingo – Wild-born 

As a young cub, Ibis was found inside the stump of tree deep in the 
desert of the Northern Territory. The individual who discovered Ibis 
cared for her, up until a move into an aged care facility made their 
life together impossible. However, arrangements were made for a 
volunteer heading from Queensland to Melbourne to collect Ibis on 
their way, and rehome her at the Sanctuary.

It took Ibis a few months to settle in, and she was lonely as she had 
always been a solitary dingo. However, fate intervened: after the 
Sanctuary lost one of their older dingoes,  a match was suggested with 
another young desert, Winkye, a male who was in need of a mate, and 
a companion. Ibis and Winkye were paired together, and despite a few 
early disagreements, they have well and truly settled into their new 
arrangement.



Saxon

Saxon
Age: 13 years old
Alpine Dingo - Wild born

Saxon was only five weeks old when he was 
smuggled off Fraser Island in a bucket and taken 
to Western Australia to be a guard dog in a car 
yard. The thing is, dingoes don’t make good 
guard dogs; they don’t bark, they howl. Saxon was 
terrified, and seeking shelter, he spent most of his 
life hiding under a car. After years of this awful 
life, the car yard changed hands. Saxon didn’t trust 
the new owners, and he wouldn’t eat. Finding him 
burdensome, they sought to get rid of him.

Thankfully, Saxon was saved, and was relocated 
from across the Nullabor desert to the Sanctuary, 
and has been enjoying his new life for nine years.



Kimmi

Kimmi
Age: 7 years old
Tropical Dingo – Wild-born 

Kimmi was born in a cave on a Department of Defence property in 
the Kimberley region of Werstern Australia. Kimmi’s dingo family 
began digging up the poly pipe from a new underground sprinkler 
system that was installed for a garden bed, and so the department 
wanted them gone.

Kimmi was ten weeks old at the time, and was brought to the 
Sanctuary thanks to some dingo caretakers from the area. The rest of 
the dingo family were dropped by helicopter about 180km away from 
the property, over impassible terrain, but made their way back to the 
station in just a few short weeks. 



Beri

Beri
Age: 9 years old
Desert Dingo – Sanctuary-born

A pure desert dingo bred at a sanctuary in New South Wales, Beri was 
swapped between his first home and the Dingo Discovery Sanctuary 
to bring in a completely new breeding line.

Through meeting many people across numerous events, Beri has 
become an ambassador dingo at the sanctuary, educating people about 
his species.



The Dingo Discovery Sanctuary and Research Centre operates a 
breeding program for their collection of pure dingoes, to ensure the 
survival of the species into the future in the hope that one day they 
will be able to return the dingoes into the wild. Dingoes will only 
breed once per year, beginning in early March.
 
And while the Sanctuary winds down visits until July, it’s all hands 
on deck for the volunteers. Strict protocols come into place to ensure 
the safety and health of the mothers and their cubs, and only a small 
contingent of volunteers are allocated the responsibility of looking 
after them during the first few weeks of their lives.

Breeding Season



During the breeding season, Delilah (above image) and Dolly (right 
image) had fantastic surprises. The volunteers know they’ll be great 
mums.

This breeding program also ensures that dingoes 
can be on display at zoos and fauna parks across 
Australia, to ensure that educational opportunities 
are available.



Dolly decided that she didn’t want to wait 
too long ...



The ongoing COVID-19 restrictions do not greatly affect the 
Sanctuary’s operations, as the breeding season program doesn’t 
allow visits. Volunteers have been able to keep doing their job at the 
sanctuary normally, which is essential for the wellbeing of the animals.
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